
 
 

APRS now more affordable! 
 

My Wife, Chatthip (KC2MSH) and I have a great interest in APRS. We don’t carry cell phones, 
so we use ham radio for our mobile communications with each other. By using APRS, we know 
when the other is available in the mobile.  
APRS, or Automatic Position Reporting System Is a great system for tracking your location, 
weather data, or simply announcing your presence. Years ago the cost  of having an APRS 
system rivaled the price of an HF rig, but now it has become quite reasonable. 
I have equipped each of our vehicles with a basic 2 meter transceiver (separate from our 2meter 
rigs we use for FM voice), an APRS TNC, and a GPS receiver. So here is the price breakdown 
on the equipment I used plus other APRS TNCs:  
 

    
The TinyTrak3 Plus Kits from $24-$33, or $38.00 factory assembled  www.byonics.com 
 

 
Open Tracker kits from$20-$32, or $46.00 factory assembled www.argentdata.com 
 
 
 

 
Deluo GPS WAAS receiver $58.00  www.argentdata.com 



 
So if you are a good kit builder, and have an extra 2meter rig lying around the shack, you can set 
up your vehicle for under $80 !! 
 
Home in the shack, you can do anything from a Kenwood TM-D700a ($489.00) to a simple 
receiver connected to the soundcard of your PC while using a program like  
UI-View32. 
 
UI View32 www.ui-view.org is a cool program that is free (with registration and a request to 
kindly donate to your cancer society).  

 
It is a powerful APRS tracking program that is a lot of fun to use. Since your home QTH is a 
fixed position, there is no need to install a GPS receiver. See my site www.w2swr.com for some 
maps I setup to add to UI-View. 
 
Here are some websites for more information on APRS: 
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/aprs/ 
http://www.aprs.net/ 
http://web.usna.navy.mil/~bruninga/aprs.html 
http://www.findu.com/ 
http://www.aprsworld.net/ 
http://www.openaprs.net/ 
http://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Operating_Modes/APRS/ 
http://www.elcom.gr/sv2agw/tracker.htm 
 
 
 
So if you are looking for something new to add to your ham radio hobby, try APRS. 
Have fun!! 
Mike, W2SWR 
 
 
All listed Prices were from their respected websites (as of  5/21/07 ). Please refer to their websites for purchasing info.  


